
Step 3
pH
Compare the end pad of the strip to the
pH color chart on the label. The pH pad
should turn a shade of red-orange,
between 7.2 and 7.8. 

Buffering Capacity
Compare the second pad from the end
of the strip to the Buffering Capacity
color chart on the label. The Buffering
Capacity pad should turn a shade of
green. The correct range is 120 ppm
(parts per million) to 180 ppm.

Nitrite
Compare the third pad from the end
of the strip to the Nitrite color chart
on the label. The Nitrite pad should
remain white or turn a shade of pink. The
safe range is between 0 ppm and 0.5 ppm.

Step 4
Nitrate
At 60 seconds after dipping strip,
compare the pad nearest the handle
to the Nitrate color chart on the label.
The pad should remain tan or turn a
shade of pink. The safe range is
between 0 ppm and 40 ppm.

For recommendations on the importance of
maintaining proper water conditions, see the
reverse side of this instruction sheet.

AquaChek™ is a test for pH, Buffering Capacity, Nitrite
and Nitrate levels in your pond. The test pads on the
strip will change color to indicate the levels in your
pond.

Remember to replace the lid on your
AquaChek™ bottle after removing a strip
to prevent spilling strips and to keep

them fresh. Keep the strips in a cool, dry place,
and leave the packet of drying agent in the bottle — it
will help keep the test strips at their best.

Follow these easy, step-by-step
instructions

Step 1
Remove an
AquaChek™ Pond Test
Strip from the bottle
and replace the cap
tightly. Dip test strip
into your pond water
for 1 second and
remove. Do not shake
excess water from strip.

Step 2
Hold strip level for 30 seconds.

60 Seconds
pH

6.2 6.8 7.2 7.8 8.4

ppm Nitrate
0 20 40 80 200

0 80 120 180 240 300
ppm Buffering Capacity

0 0.5 1 3 5 10
ppm Nitrite

LOW OK HIGH

HIGHOKLOW

OK STRESS TOXIC

STRESSOK

30 Seconds

To keep your pond clean and healthy, pond
water should be tested before introducing
fish and regularly monitored throughout
the year. Test every week from the begin-
ning of May to the end of September and
periodically during the winter. It’s also a
good idea to write down your results each
time you test.
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